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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 

THREAD: The Holy ministry preaches Christ despite persecution. 

Hymn: I Know My Faith Is Founded CW 797 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
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If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, because your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of your daily mercies that we may live 

secure and content in your eternal love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Jeremiah 20:7–13 

Jeremiah found the courage to testify in the face of persecution and even in the midst of it.  Proclaimers of the pure Word of God 

will always face persecution from without and within the visible church.  Be comforted with the knowledge God will prevail.  

7You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; 

 you overpowered me and prevailed. 

I am ridiculed all day long; 

 everyone mocks me. 
8Whenever I speak, I cry out 

 proclaiming violence and destruction. 

So the word of the LORD has brought me 

 insult and reproach all day long. 
9But if I say, “I will not mention his word 

 or speak anymore in his name,” 
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his word is in my heart like a fire, 

 a fire shut up in my bones. 

I am weary of holding it in; 

 indeed, I cannot. 
10I hear many whispering, 

 “Terror on every side! 

 Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” 

All my friends 

 are waiting for me to slip, saying, 

“Perhaps he will be deceived; 

 then we will prevail over him 

 and take our revenge on him.” 

11But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; 

 so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. 

They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; 

 their dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous 

 and probe the heart and mind, 

let me see your vengeance on them, 

 for to you I have committed my cause. 

13Sing to the LORD! 

 Give praise to the LORD! 

He rescues the life of the needy 

 from the hands of the wicked. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: The Shadow of the Almighty Psalm 91A 

 

 

 
Surely he will save you from the / fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly / pestilence. 

        He will cover you with his / feathers, 

            and under his wings you will find / refuge. 

You will not fear the ter- / ror of night, 

    nor the arrow that / flies by day, 

        nor the pestilence that stalks in the / darkness, 

            nor the plague that destroys at / midday.   Refrain 
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If you say, “The LORD is my / refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your / dwelling, 

        no harm will over- / take you, 

            no disaster will come / near your tent. 

For he will command his angels con- / cerning you 

    to guard you in / all your ways; 

        they will lift you up / in their hands, 

            so that you will not strike your foot a- / gainst a stone. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Music: © 2002 Dale A. Witte, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:1–8 

Paul knew all about persecution:  how to give it and how to take it.  After his conversion, he endured a ministry filled with 

persecution.  His Savior never forgot him and reminded him of the courage he could have in Christ.  Now Paul charges Timothy to 

proclaim the Word of God despite any persecution he may face.  Proclaim the Word because people need to hear it. 

 1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and 

his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 

encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when people will not put up with 

sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 

their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, keep 

your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

 6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 12:9 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

My grace is sufficient for you,  

for my power is made perfect in weakness. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel Matthew 10:5a,21–33 

We should not be surprised, disappointed or angered about the persecution we (Christians) face.  Look at the prophets, apostles and 

Jesus!  The enemies of Christ have always been fearsome.  In place of fear, find that same courage in Christ to witness in the face of 

any persecution. 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 

 21“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them 

put to death. 22You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
23When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of 

Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
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 24“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for students to be like their 

teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the 

members of his household! 

 26“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be 

made known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the 

roofs. 28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

outside your Father’s care. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So don’t be afraid; you are 

worth more than many sparrows. 

 32“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever 

disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus, Priceless Treasure CW 823 
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Sermon Matthew 10:21-33 

Our Father’s Care for Us 
Creates Courageous Confessing from Us 

• Expect Cruel Opposition 

• Count on the Final Outcome 

Sermon by Rev. Gregg Bitter, adapted. Used by permission 

Ministering Elder: Mark Harris 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Let us pray: 

God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 

your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Fight the Good Fight CW 876 

 

 

 

Silent prayer 

Announcements 
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